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I’d like to welcome the new

-est members of our “Real 

Estate Family,” Paul and 

Patricia H. and Leigh E. We 

love recognizing our won-

derful new friends. 

Special thanks to our loyal 

clients Bob & Vickie F. and 

Tom and Jackie K. for their 

recent referral.  You are 

awesome.  We appreciate 

our clients who are kind 

enough to introduce their 

friends, family and neigh-

bors to us.  Please let us 

 IN THIS ISSUE 

BETTER MARKETING FOR HOME SELLERS 
I am so excited to announce my most recent acquisition to help people sell their Hilton Head 

Island and Bluffton homes!  The Rasch Real Estate Team purchased a Matterport 3D camera 

at the end of August.  This innovative technology allows a home buyer to do an interactive 

virtual walk through of the home, view the floor plan and a “dollhouse view’.  Virtual reality 

photography allows agents and prospective buyers to pre-tour your house 24/7 to see if it 

suits their lifestyle without the inconvenience of scheduling a showing. Out-of-town buyers 

are more able to determine whether or not they would like to make a quick trip to the island 

to see your home.  Inconvenience to the home seller is reduced and the number of solid 

buyer prospects increased.  Take a look at our newest listing and see for yourself!  Click here 

to see what the Matterport 3D camera can do. 

 

OUR NEWEST LISTING 
Take a look at our newest listing: 504 Tanglewood Villas.  This two bedroom, furnished For-

est Beach condo is just across the street from the beach access.  It’s priced under $200,000 

and is perfect for a beach getaway or as a vacation rental.  Tanglewood Villas is a short walk 

to Coligny Circle and Bi-Lo Center.  You can view it in our Matterport Showcase.  Click here to 

experience the Interactive Tour. 

 

HOUSING IS STABILIZING 
The North Carolina and South Carolina Associations of Realtors had their annual meeting on 

Hilton Head Island this year. So I took some time out from selling houses and attended the 

meetings to see what I could learn.  The keynote speaker was Dr. Lawrence Yun, PhD, the 

Chief Economist and Sr. VP of Research at the National Association of Realtors. Dr. Yun re-

ported that the slow recovery of the housing market (annual home sales are still below nor-

mal levels) is due to a number of factors. Slow housing formation, many millennials have 

moved back in with their parents rather than forming their own households.  There are 2.5 

million fewer households than before the recession, and the rate of homeownership  is at a 

50 year low.  Annual GDP has remained below the historic level of 3% for 10 years which has 

created a “growth gap” of $5,000 per person in the United States.  The ability to get credit, 

(mortgages have remained tight), means that fewer potential home buyers can qualify for 

credit. The good news is that Dr. Yun believes that we are in a transition phase that that the 

forecast for the real estate market is positive. 

 

     

 2013 2014 2015 Forecast 2016 Forecast 

Housing Starts 925,000 1 million 1.1 million 1.4 million 

New Home Sales 430,000 437,000 570,000 720,000 

Existing Home Sales 
5.1 mil-

lion 
4.9 million 5.3 million 5.5 million 

Median Price Growth +11.5% +5.7% +6% +4% 

30-year Rate 4.0% 4.2% 4.0% 5.2% 

Underwriting Stand-

ards 
Strict Strict Transition Normal 

ECONOMIC FORECAST 

INTRODUCING TINA 
Many of you may have noticed that you have not heard 

from me as much this year as in past years, unfortunately as 

the real estate market and my business have picked up, I 

haven’t had as much time for all of you as I would like.  I am 

pleased to announce that my longtime friend and past cli-

ent, Tina Blizzard, has agreed to join me in my business as 

my office manager. I sold Tina and her husband, Max, their 

first home when they were newlyweds and I was a real es-

tate agent in Richmond, VA about 24 years ago (you didn’t 

know how long you’re stuck with me did you?).  We have 

remained close friends through their travels around the 

world with the Marine Corp.  Tina received her law degree 

from American University.  She is currently residing in Jack-

sonville, FL so she will be working remotely and coming to 

Hilton Head for training and functions.  Tina and Max have 

four children, Mary is a graduate of Florida State University, 

currently studying nursing at University of North Florida. 

John is a junior in the pre-med program at the University of 

South Florida, Roy is a freshman at Stanton College Prepara-

tory High School and Emily is a seventh grader at James 

Weldon Johnson College Preparatory Middle School.  Tina’s 

job is to help keep me in touch 

with all of my prospects and 

clients and ensure that we are 

providing the highest possible 

level of service, organize the 

business and free up some of my 

time so that I can spend more 

time with all of you.  I feel sure 

that you will love her just as 

much as I do. 

WELCOME NEW CLIENTS 

  

Worst % Gain in 12 Mos. 

WV -1.8% 

ND -0.5% 

WY 0.4% 

AK 0.6% 

LA 0.7% 

  

Best % Gain in 12 Mos. 

UT 4.5% 

FL 3.6% 

NV 3.6% 

WA 3.5% 

OR 3.5% 

CA 3.2% 

ID 3.1% 

SC 3.0% 

NC 2.9% 

TOP AND BOTTOM STATES FOR JOBS 

The better news is that Dr. Yun believes that South Carolina is in better shape than many 

other states.  South Carolina is in the top 10 states in the country for job growth and with 

Volvo building a plant in Berkeley County, west of Charleston, and the applications being 

filed with the Corps of Engineers for the construction of the Jasper Port in southern Jasper 

County, South Carolina should continue to gain jobs.  

 

OCTOBER IS HERE! 

October on Hilton Head Island is one of my favorite months.  With average temperatures 

between 77° and 57° and days gradually decreasing by 55 minutes (the longest day is the 

1st with 11.49 daylight hours; the shortest is the 31st with 10.54 hours), it is the perfect  

time to enjoy the outdoor festivals that are coming.  Whether you are a foodie, an equestri-

an, auto enthusiast or just love to people watch, there is something for everyone.   

Don’t miss the 11th Annual Historic Bluffton Arts and Sea-

food Festival  from October 10—18.  The festival is a week 

long event showcasing locally harvested seafood, Low Coun-

try cuisine, artworks from 10 different states, history and 

culture of the area and live entertainment.  Click here for 

more information. 

On October 11, the 22nd Annual Okatie Rotary Polo for Char-

ity event in Bluffton takes place at Rose Hill Plantation’s 

Equestrian Center and benefits local charities and will feature 

artwork by Steve Weeks who paints full time at Atelier on 

Bay In Beaufort.  Click here for more information.  

The Hilton Head Island Motoring Festival & Concours d’Ele-

gance takes place from October 23 through November 1.  

The event celebrates 100 years of BMW, 75 years of Conti-

nental, 60 years of Ford Thunderbird and 50 years of Shelby 

Cobra. It is one of the nation’s largest and fastest growing 

automotive enthusiast event weeks. Click here for more infor-

mation. 

If you want some indoor entertainment, you might check out 

Inherit the Wind at the Arts C enter of Coastal Carolina with 

performances beginning October 6 and running through Oc-

tober 25th.  Click here for more information. 

Chanticleer, an internationally-acclaimed 12-man a cappella 

ensemble is performing at Holy Family Catholic Church on 

October 23. Click here for more information. 

Please visit my website for more upcoming events/festivals. 
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Cathie Child Rasch 
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843-301-4647 (Mobile) 

Send me an email 

Visit my website 

October 2015 

In addition, as the housing market continues to moderate in other parts of the country, retir-

ees should be able to sell their homes and make their move to South Carolina.. Click here to 

read more. 

HOME SALES IN NC AND SC 

NC 

▪Home Sales   ↑17% 

▪Median Price   ↑7% 

▪Business $ Volume   ↑24% 

SC 

▪Home Sales   ↑15% 

▪Median Price   ↑8% 

▪Business $ Volume   ↑23% 

 

 

3rd Annual “Roast at the Joe”   November 7, 2015   4-8pm 
It is time again for the 3rd Annual “Roast at 

the Joe” Oyster Roast. This annual event has 

become a favorite to catch-up with friends 

and make new ones. We will have local oys-

ters, BBQ, snacks, beverages and great music. 

Save the date and watch your email for more 

information. We can’t wait to see you there. 

 

  Lowcountry News 
From Cathie 

Life is short, Live at the Beach! 

October 2015 
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