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email server, and this year with his testimony 
confi rming that the FBI was probing the Trump 
campaign’s ties to Russia.

“He’s a card-carrying Republican, but he is 
apolitical. He will follow leads as they come. 
I remember when this was going on,” he said, 
referring to investigations of Hillary Clinton, 
“he would send us emails and give us a heads-
up. He would talk about the transparency that he 
felt he needed to provide, not just to Congress, 
but to the American public as well.”

The Realtor team insistently takes an “apo-
litical” stance as businesspeople.

Interestingly, when he was asked whether a 
new administration comes in and changes the 
rules for FBI agents, Villarroel said that is not 
the case.

“You don’t see that as much at our level, 
the micro level, when we’re dealing with in-
vestigations.

“We don’t stop chasing criminals and ter-
rorists just because a new administration says, 
‘Don’t do that because it would look bad on 
me.’ We follow the leads; we follow terrorism 
and terrorists and spies where ever they’re 
going.”

In his current life in Southern Ocean County, 
the former agent says he “is more busy now than 
I was with the FBI, a different busy.”

“With the FBI I was constantly on call, 24/7, 
and did a lot of traveling all over the country. 
And now I’m not that on the edge of the sphere, 
but I’m busy,” he said. Real estate, launching 
the drone business, offi ciating high school bas-
ketball (he would love to branch to the Division 
III college level), and substitute teaching for 
Stafford Township elementary schools are the 
current tasks.

Beyond this interview, he wouldn’t routinely 
talk about his career adventures.

“FBI agents on a whole are very modest 
people,” he said. “We don’t brag about what we 
do; we let our actions speak for themselves.”

He does tell his 17-year-old daughter in 
Manhattan that “learning is forever.” That 
started young.

“I’m a first-generation American here. My 
parents came from Colombia and Ecuador, 
and they settled in Staten Island. And we’re 
living the American dream; they worked hard 
to get us in school, get us through college, 
and I took every opportunity that I could to 
advance myself. My parents are very suc-
cessful in what they do, and so we  are  the 
American dream.”

Over the pool table, the model airplanes fl oat 
into conversation about Marine Corps active-
duty years from 1988 to 1996. Mostly stationed 
in California, the Marine aviator did a tour in 
Kuwait in 1991 at the time the three-month 
confl ict with Iraq was ending.

“It was a great opportunity, and to be able to 
fl y helicopters was incredible,” said Villarroel, 
whose last rank was as major. “I think the Marine 
Corps opened the door for the FBI.”

The Boeing Vertol CH-46 Sea Knight was a 
medium-lift tandem rotor transport helicopter 
powered by twin turboshaft aircraft engines. It 
was used by the U.S. Marine Corps to provide 
all-weather, day-or-night assault transport of 
combat troops, supplies and equipment for 40 
years until 2004.

“It held about 14 combat-loaded marines, 
and the unique thing about this helicopter was 
the tandem rotors front and back. We could 
practically fl y in all kinds of winds.

“In aviation, with any plane, the direction of 
the wind is very important. With the aerodynam-
ics from this confi guration, it makes it able to 
fl y in any wind confi guration.”

The FBI tasks covered national security 
matters internal to the United States. (“Anything 
outside of that spills over to intelligence gather-
ing; that’s really done by the CIA.”)

“The highlights of my FBI career were prob-
ably my fi rst fi ve years in the New York offi ce,” 
Villarroel said. “That included the TWA 800 
case, which turned out not to be a terrorist case, 
but at the time we were investigating it.

“I got involved directly in a major case in 
Africa when the embassy bombing happened in 
1998,” he continued. “I was tasked to go over 
there and conduct investigations of the Dar es 
Salaam attack in Tanzania.”

The Aug. 7, 1998, United States embassy 
bombings were attacks in which over 200 people 
were killed in nearly simultaneous truck bomb 
explosions. One was in Dar es Salaam, the other 
at the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya.

“And my last major case out of the New York 
Division was Sept. 11, the World Trade Center.

“My partner and I were initially doing 
surveillance in Staten Island when all that oc-
curred, and after it happened, we lost complete 
communications with home base. Cell towers, 
radio towers, they were all on top of the World 
Trade Center.

“If you know Staten Island, we were over 
on the port side by where the ferry is, with a 
direct view of Manhattan. Growing up in Staten 
Island, that’s what I saw every day when I went 
to school, the World Trade Center and the Statue 
of Liberty. Seeing it that day was incredibly 
surreal. When we lost complete contact and we 
saw the big cloud of smoke when the tower fell, I 
thought we had blacked out the whole New York 
Division of the FBI,” he recalled.

They couldn’t tell what kind of damage had 
been wreaked at the site. He had to get there. He 
and his partner were able to get on a ferry loaded 
with only emergency personnel. They watched 
the second tower crumble on the ride over.

“We got to the other side and all we could 
do was just walk. We couldn’t see more than 20 
feet ahead of us. The idea was that we just have 
to get to the scene any way we could.

“As we were walking up towards the World 
Trade Center, everybody was driving away, 
even the fi remen. As the fi remen came towards 
us, saying ‘What are you guys doing; we just 
came back from there; there is nothing you 
can do, there is nothing  we  can do. The fi re 
was so hot, there is nothing anybody can do 
at this point.’”

They finally found their way to Ground 
Zero and began “clearing the rubble, picking 
through the metal” to investigate, “continuously, 
nonstop, for almost two months until the time 
we realized that the crime scene is here but the 
bad guys were somewhere else.

“There was really nothing the New York 
Division could do but follow the leads that 
were coming. The leads were taking us to 
Boston, Florida, Arizona, different parts of 
the world. There weren’t really any players 
associated with the crime in the New York 
area at the time.”

The now-retired agent said, “Since Sept. 
11, the whole world changed.” But he feels he 
has been “blessed” with relative safety in his 
career. Medals and ribbons hang on the wall, 
but he describes most of them as “been-there, 
done-that kind of medals.”

“I’ve been fortunate in the Marine Corps, and 
in law enforcement I have never had to shoot at 
anybody and no one ever shot at me,” he said, 
despite a fi refi ght he was in but that wasn’t in 
his immediate surroundings. “Over my whole 
career, that’s a blessing. I’ve drawn my gun, but 
I’ve never pulled the trigger.”

There were many times, however, that the 
agents went in to a scene ready for the worst 
according to the criminal’s threats.

“You go in there with the guns up, and usu-
ally the intel is ‘this guy is going to go down 
and he’s taking you with him,’ and we show 
up and we don’t knock on the door – we’re 
doing high-risk entries – but we’re knocking 
the door down, and as soon as we knock that 
door down, they give themselves up,” Villar-
roel described.

“They like to talk loud to their friends, so 
you’re always prepared going in, thinking the 
worst, but for me it turned out the best.”

Sales is the new frontier.
“I tell my daughter all the time, learning is 

forever, and I’m learning something new with 
each skill set in marketing and negotiating 
skills.”

Today the agent is a real estate agent and the 
team is L&L.

Preidel grew up in Burlington, N.J., but was 
born in Hawaii as her father was in the Air Force 
and stationed there. She bought her fi rst beach 
home on LBI in 2000. The two share their love 
of Long Beach Island and look forward to serv-
ing sellers and buyers. They can be contacted 
at the offi ce at 609-494-1776, extension 1425 
or by other contacts listed on their web page at 
Discover LBI.com.                                            

 Send business-related items to mariascan-
dale@thesandpaper.net. 
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