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Working with our associates, you gain a true guide who has the 

knowledge and experience that comes from being part of an  

award-winning company and has helped individuals and families make 

their dreams come true for over 50 years. As a member of the Berkshire 

Hathaway family of companies, we have the resources to bring a 

new level of quality to the real estate experience. We are continually 

redefining how to serve our clients and leverage the latest innovations in 

technology to ensure an efficient, seamless buying process. 

From helping you define your home search strategy, all the way through 

closing on your new home, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia 

Properties is prepared to guide you every step of the way. 

Our mortgage lending, insurance, home warranty, and closing partners 

make a potentially complex process simpler. 

We are honored to help you arrive at your new home and begin  

the next chapter of your life.

Thank you, 

Dan Forsman 

President & CEO  

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

Georgia Properties

 

REDEFINING 
REAL ESTATE



The journey begins with your story.
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EVERY HOME PURCHASE STARTS WITH UNDERSTANDING 
WHAT HOME MEANS TO YOU 

It is important to begin by defining your goals, timelines and ideal lifestyle. This helps 

ensure a more efficient and successful search process.

During our discovery process and consultation, our proven process will help us 

get started on the right path. We redefine the home search experience by 

making it personal and geared to your new adventure. 

WE FOCUS ON ONLY ONE THING - YOU

Our associates love what they do and are among the best 

in the business because they are focused on only one thing - 

finding your perfect home. 

We understand that a home is more than just a place to live, it is where 

you will make memories that last a lifetime. With that in mind, our local 

market experts receive extensive training to help them understand the market, 

negotiate effectively, leverage technology, and guide you through every step of 

the buying process. Our role is to identify the opportunities and stay by your side 

until you are 100% confident you have found the perfect home. 



The journey begins with your story.



REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS CAN BE COMPLICATED 

By choosing a Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia Properties associate, 

you have a trusted partner who represents your best interests – so you can buy 

with confidence. We are consistently ranked #1 for representing home buyers. 

OUR MIDDLE NAME IS HOMESERVICES

Our middle name, HomeServices, is a powerful advantage for our clients.  

Our in-house mortgage lending, insurance, closing and title services, home 

warranty, and other business partners, make a potentially complex process 

simpler. Since everyone works together, information can be shared efficiently and 

paperwork can be streamlined. Choosing to work with our partners, in addition 

to your REALTOR®, makes buying your new home the most seamless process it 

can be - from being pre-approved for your mortgage loan to receiving the keys. 

WE SIMPLIFY THE PATH  

to home buying.





We BELIEVE in superheroes, meet a few of OURS.



PROSPERITY HOME MORTGAGE

Prosperity Home Mortgage provides a wide range of home financing 

programs and products that can benefit buyers and sellers. For sellers, there 

are opportunities to lower closing costs, shorten closing time-frames and 

reduce risks. As you consider your next purchase, Prosperity Home Mortgage 

has several programs that allow you to close faster and reduce risks of rate 

increases, so you can have peace of mind for your transition.  

phmloans.com

WEISSMAN P.C.

Known across Georgia for their expertise in real estate, Weissman P.C. 
works with you and your REALTOR® to ensure a positive closing experience. 

A pioneer in closing technology, the firm provides an online portal, 

ClosingConnect, where buyers, sellers, and agents share the information 

required for closing efficiently and more securely than ever before. Weissman 

understands that it’s not just closing a sale, it’s opening the door to a home.  

weissman.law

HOMESERVICES INSURANCE

HomeServices Insurance Georgia (HSI) represents some of the top-rated 

national and regional insurance carriers in the country and works with 

you to find affordable and reliable insurance solutions. HomeServices 

Insurance consultants are dedicated to understanding your specific needs 

and developing insurance strategies to help cover your risks. 

hsinsurance-ga.com

HSA HOME WARRANTY

Even after a thorough inspection, both brand new and older homes can 

need unexpected repairs. An HSA home warranty can give you “peace of 

mind” when buying a home, which is why we recommend including one as 

part of your home purchase.  

onlinehsa.com

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices does not endorse any of the products or vendors, referenced on this material. Any mention of vendors, products, or services is for informational purposes only.



DEFINING YOUR LIFESTYLE

What kind of home are you looking for?

In which communities do you prefer to live?

What size home do you need?

What other characteristics are important for your lifestyle?

How long do you think you will stay in your new home? 

We BELIEVE in today and tomorrow.

“ Home is where 
your story begins ”



We BELIEVE in today and tomorrow.

UNDERSTANDING THE LOCAL MARKET

Are homes selling quickly in your desired areas?

What are average prices for the homes in which you are interested?

Do trends indicate an increase in value in the future? 

What factors might impact resale? 



BEING PRE-APPROVED FOR YOUR 
MORTGAGE LOAN IS ONE OF THE MOST 
ESSENTIAL ASPECTS OF A SUCCESSFUL 
BUYING PROCESS

Pre-approval serves two important purposes. First, 

it sets the financial parameters for your search. 

Second, it lets sellers know that you are qualified to 

make an offer, which many require in today’s market.

Our associates can connect you with our partners at 

Prosperity Home Mortgage to complete the pre-approval 

process and identify the right mortgage for you.

The Prosperity Buyer Advantage program provides 

a Commitment Letter that can give you the 

competitive edge versus other potential buyers.  

The Prosperity Buyer Advantage FASTRACK! 

streamlines the closing process for the quickest 

closing timeframe.  

GOOD
TO KNOW 

ASK 
ABOUT THE 
PROSPERITY 
BUYER ADVANTAGE 
PROGRAM!

Know your buying power.



GETTING YOU WHERE YOU WANT TO BE 

Whether you are a first-time buyer or searching for a home 

to suit a new stage in life, when you work with a Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices Georgia Properties’ associate, the process of searching 

for properties becomes enjoyable instead of intimidating. 

With your goals and requirements in hand and one of our associates  

by your side, you’ll know much more than the average buyer and can  

BE CONFIDENT THAT YOU WILL FIND THE RIGHT HOME.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices does not endorse any of the products or vendors, referenced on this material. Any mention of vendors, products, or services is for informational purposes only.

Know your buying power.



WE ARE EXPERTS ON THE TOOLS THAT LET YOU 
SEARCH ON YOUR TERMS

Most consumers begin their real estate search on popular national 

websites or mobile apps from Zillow or Realtor.com. We have 

strategic partnerships with both companies and work closely on 

innovations that benefit our clients. Our company is well-known 

for our technology innovations and we offer powerful local search 

tools that many of our clients find very helpful in their home search.  

For example, we include all local listings from all regional MLS 

services so you can see new properties that come on the market 

that may not be available on other platforms.  We offer several 

powerful search options that may not be available on the national 

platforms. Our solutions are fully integrated with different devices 

and with your personalized My Home Finder account.                    



SEARCH BY DRIVETIME

Our website and mobile app allow you to select up to three  

locations such as work, school and the grocery store. You can input 

your preferred drive times for each of these locations plus select 

different times of the day. This INRIX DriveTimeTM search allows you to 

see the impact of traffic patterns with search results showing homes 

that fit these criteria.  The listing detail pages will also show you the 

specific drive times to each location you have selected. 

 

SEARCH BY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Our website and mobile app allow you to select home searches  

for any elementary school, middle school, high school or  

city/county district. Schools can be an important factor to  

consider even if you do not have school age children. 

 

SEARCH BY LOCAL COMMUNITY AND NEIGHBORHOOD

Our Community Guides provide local insights for over 3000 areas and 

neighborhoods.  See local events, dining, shopping, activities, nightlife, 

demographic information plus housing trends, homes for sale and local 

schools.  All this information is specific to that local neighborhood.    

Better information leads to better results.

Get alerts for new homes on the market in a specific neighborhood

Search properties by neighborhood, price range and the

specific attributes most important to you

Search from any device, anywhere, anytime

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices does not endorse any of the products or 
vendors, referenced on this material. Any mention of vendors, products, or services 

is for informational purposes only.



MAKING YOUR STRONGEST OFFER

When you find the right home and are ready to make an offer, it is 

important to understand the property’s value and other terms for the 

most successful outcome. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia 

Properties provides you with access to a number of unique resources to 

gain a clear understanding of a home’s current and future value.

OUR UNIQUE APPROACH INCLUDES:

•  Looking at value estimates from Zillow, public records, and REALTORS   

 PROPERTY RESOURCE®, which is not available to the general public.

•  Reviewing the same reports used by lenders to assess current value 

 as well as any changes that might come with renovations to the property.

•  Checking historical data from the Multiple Listing Service  

 (MLS), past appraisals, and other information exclusive to  

 real estate professionals.

•  Staying up-to-date on trends and planned changes or  

 developments within the markets we serve.



CONGRATULATIONS, YOU’VE FOUND YOUR  
PERFECT HOME! NOW IT IS TIME TO MAKE AN OFFER

You can trust your Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia 

Properties associate to be your unwavering advocate. 

Your REALTOR® will remain focused solely on your best interest 

throughout the negotiation process, using their expertise and 

experience to secure successful outcomes ensuring that you feel 

informed, well-represented and confident in your decision. 

GOOD
TO KNOW

WE ARE  
RANKED #1  

IN ATLANTA 
REAL ESTATE

Trendgraphix



STAYING WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY 

Once negotiations are complete and your offer has been accepted, your 

associate and other partners will guide you through the detailed “contract to 

close” process, making sure everyone has met the conditions of the contract. 

You are almost home. 

At closing, you sign documents and receive your new keys.  

Now it is time to start making memories. 

MOVING TOWARD MEMORIES 

For our team at Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia Properties,  

knowing that our clients are confident in their decision and excited about the 

future is all that matters. 

We are grateful for each and every opportunity we have to help clients like you realize 

your dreams. We hope that you also rely on us for your future needs - whether they are 

questions about your new neighborhood or about finding your next home when  

you need it. 

Thank you for the honor of allowing us to be 
your guide, trusting us to help you get where 
you want to be, and for allowing us to become 
a part of your memories. 





ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE (ARM) 
An adjusted interest rate mortgage is a type of loan that offers a low introductory 
interest rate that adjusts or changes every year according to market conditions, 
for the life of the loan.

AMORTIZATION 
Amortization is the paying off of a debt with a fixed repayment schedule in regular 
installments over a period of time.

ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE (APR) 
The Annual Percentage Rate, or APR, is the average annual finance charge 
(including fees and other costs) divided by the amount borrowed. 

CLOSING 
Closing (or settlement) is the legal process of transferring ownership of a home 
from one person to another. 

CLOSING DISCLOSURE
This form is designed to provide disclosures that will be helpful to consumers in 
understanding all of the costs of the transaction. This form must be provided to 
consumers at least three business days before consummation of the loan.

COOPERATIVE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (CO-OP) 
A co-op is a housing development where buyers own shares in the corporation 
that runs the housing development. Shareholders pay a monthly fee that covers 
their proportionate share of the expense of operating the entire cooperative. This 
includes the underlying mortgage, taxes, management, maintenance, insurance, 
utilities and contributions to reserve funds.

CONDOMINIUM 
A condominium or condo is a housing development where a homeowner owns 
a specified piece of real estate, usually an apartment, in a housing development. 

CREDIT LINE
A line of credit is any credit source extended to a person. This includes a car loan, 
personal loan, credit cards or any situation where you have borrowed money for 
the purchase of an item. 

CREDIT REPORT 
A credit report is a record of an individual’s history of borrowing and repaying 
debts. A credit report is used to assess how much of a risk a potential borrower 
is when applying for a loan. 

DOWN PAYMENT 
A down payment is a percentage of the total purchase of a home paid at the 
beginning of a mortgage loan. A down payment is typically between 5 percent 
and 25 percent of the total value of a home.

EQUITY 
Equity is essentially stock or ownership in a property. In terms of a home, the 
borrower gains equity in their home as they pay off their mortgage. 

EARNEST MONEY 
Earnest Money is a showing of commitment from the buyer to the seller. The 
buyer will entrust a dollar amount, usually 5% of the asking price, to a neutral 
party. If the seller rejects the buyer’s offer, the buyer will get their money back. If 
the seller accepts the offer and the buyer backs out for any reason, the buyer 
loses that money. 

ESCROW 
Escrow is essentially an account where funds / assets in the purchase of a 
home are held until all the specified conditions of the purchase are met. Usually 
property taxes and insurance funds are held in escrow. Lawyers commonly 
act as escrow agents in mortgage transactions, securing the property and 
examining documents to ensure the terms of the sale are met on both ends. 

FIXED-INTEREST MORTGAGE 
A fixed-interest mortgage is a type of loan that has a fixed interest rate that 
borrowers will pay over the term or length of the loan.

FORECLOSURE 
A foreclosure is a home that has been reclaimed by the lender because the 
homeowner failed to pay back their loan. These homes are advertised at a 
discounted price, but come in “as-is” condition.

HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION FEES 
Homeowner’s Association (HOA) fees are fees associated with living in a 
housing development or condo. These fees cover the costs to maintain 
common areas and other amenities. 

HOME APPRAISAL 
A home appraisal is a survey of a home used to determine
current the market value.

HOME INSPECTION 
A home inspection is a survey of a property to assess any issues with the 
condition of the property or systems including water damage, foundation 
damage, faulty heating or wiring, appliances, and other systems.  

HOMEOWNER’S INSURANCE 
Homeowner’s insurance protects property against loss caused by fire, some 
natural causes, vandalism, theft, and other coverages depending on the terms 
of the policy. The lender will expect the borrower to have a home insurance 
policy in effect by the closing.

HUD 
HUD is the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

HUD HOME
A HUD home is a 1-to-4 unit residential property acquired by HUD as a result of 
a foreclosure action on an FHA-insured mortgage. HUD becomes the property 
owner and offers it for sale to recover the loss on the foreclosure claim. 

LISTING AGENT/ LISTING BROKER 
A listing agent represents the interests of the property owner selling their home. It is 
their duty to share information about the property with potential buyers and provide 
guidance to the seller during the process of marketing + selling their home.

REAL ESTATE “DEFINED”
We hope our resources are helpful throughout your buying process.  
If any questions are not answered, please let us know!



LOAN ESTIMATE
This form is designed to provide disclosures that will be helpful to consumers in 
understanding the key features, costs and risks of the mortgage loan for which 
they are applying, and must be provided to consumers no later than the third 
business day after they submit a loan application.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE INSURANCE 
Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI) protects the lender in case the borrower 
defaults on the loan. PMI is required when the down payment is less than 20 
percent. PMI must be paid until the borrower has at least 20 percent equity in 
the home. The Homeowner’s Protection Act established rules that mortgages 
automatically terminate PMI after a borrower has reached 22 percent equity in 
the home, based on the original property value.

REALTOR® 
A REALTOR® is a real estate professional who acts as an agent for the sale and/ 
or purchase of property. A REALTOR® is a member of the National Association 
of Realtors and is required to be a member of a local association or board and a 
state association. 

SELLING AGENT/ SELLING BROKER
A selling agent represents the interests of the client buying the property. It is their 
duty to provide guidance to the buyer during the process.

SHORT SALE 
A short sale is a situation where the lender agrees to let a property owner sell their 
property for less than the amount owed on the mortgage.

TITLE INSURANCE 
Title insurance protects the lender or owner against loss in the event of a property 
dispute. Lenders often require title insurance. In fact, most title insurance only 
covers the lender, while paid for by the borrower. The borrower in many cases 
must purchase a separate policy. 

TRID (TILA-RESPA INTEGRATED DISCLOSURE)
This new rule consolidates four existing disclosures required under TILA 
(Truth in Lending Act) and RESPA (Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act ) 
for closed-end credit transactions secured by real property into two forms: 
a Loan Estimate that must be delivered or postmarked no later than the 
third business day after receiving the consumer’s application, and a Closing 
Disclosure that must be provided to the consumer at least three business days 
prior to consummation.

©An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway 
affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices 
of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices does not 
endorse any of the products or vendors, referenced on this material. Any mention of vendors, 
products, or services is for informational purposes only.
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LEADS TO 
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DISTANCE HAS NO MEANING 

THE HEART
ALWAYS FINDS ITS WAY HOME



LET US BE YOUR GUIDE.

We understand that ‘home’ has a special meaning for everyone. 

One definition does not fit all. Our role is to be your guide along 

this journey. Let’s get started.



©2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
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