
Hilton Head Ranks #1 Island 
in the Continental
United States
The readers of Travel and Leisure have voted 
Hilton Head the Number One island in the 
continental United States. Other popular islands in 
the Top 10 include: Nantucket, San Juan Islands, 
Washington, Florida Keys, Mackinac Island, and 
Kiawah. The ratings take into account natural 
attractions, beaches, activities, sights, restaurants/
food and friendliness of people.  Here is what 
T&L had to say: “Even as the secret about 
Hilton Head gets out, repeat visitors say it 
hasn’t lost any charm. Pristine golf courses and 
local wildlife have made it as popular for 
honeymoons as it is for family reunions. Other 
reasons to love Hilton Head? Quiet beaches, 
yachts bobbing offshore, and the view from 
Harbour Town Lighthouse. After a 114-step 
ascent, you’ll be rewarded with a 360-degree 
panorama of marshes and fairways.”  Travel 
and Leisure has nearly a million readers and 
another 8 million viewers on social media.  
To see this article go to: 
http://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-
best/islands-in-us?iid=sr-link3#kiawah-
south-carolina 
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Market Continues to be Strong!
Record low mortgage rates, a strong US dollar, and low gas prices are just a few 
of the factors fueling the healthiest real estate market we’ve seen across the US in 
years.  Here in our area, our market is so vibrant due to the growing influx of buyers 
who are finding gorgeous homes at attractive prices. The two articles within this 
newsletter tell the rest of the story (#1 Island and 10,000 boomers turn 65). With the 
median sales price up 8.8% over 2015, we are now seeing homes appreciate, giving 
buyer confidence a serious boost.  What we have is a balanced healthy market that 
shows no signs of slowing. As is usually the case, the different price ranges and 
property types are seeing different results. Lower priced homes in the Bluffton area 
are in very short supply and appreciating quickly. Sales of mid range priced homes 
both on and off the Island continue to strengthen, and the Luxury market is now 
improving compared to this time last year.  Villas are outselling single family home 
on Hilton Head Island and there are now more sales on the mainland (Bluffton) than 
on the Island.  Overall, we have a strong local market, not a boom, but solid and 
brisk.  It is a great time to buy!   



Nearly 10,000 Boomers Turn 65 Every Day!
Baby boomers represent 77 million people born in the US between 1946 - 1964.  They 
also represent the largest portion of the wealthiest segment of our population as they 
hit retirement age.  So where do we think they’re headed?  None of the projections 
suggest they are headed further north!  Every day more people are discovering the 
Hilton Head area as a prime choice considering all the key factors: climate, lifestyle, 
beaches, outdoor activities, health care, safety, and proximity to the kids.  Thats right, 
proximity to the kids!  Looking at a map of the US, you will notice our area is central 
to everything east of the Mississippi while still within a mild southern climate.  That 
means the trip back home is often a day trip unlike those who choose places like 
Florida which is 5 - 7 hours further south.  In fact, a surprising number of our buyers 
are from Florida for precisely this reason.  We call them “half backs” because after 
leaving Ohio or New England they have decided to return half way back, not only to 
shorten their own commute, but also for the family and friends to shorten theirs.  The 
boomers are coming and our area is a great choice for all the right reasons.    

The Alliance 
Group Realty Sales 

Skyrocket!

Okay, we’ll share a little secret in case 
you didn’t know. Perhaps it’s because 
our visitors don’t yet have it on their 
GPS or just don’t know where it leads, 
but the new flyover connecting Hwy. 278 
with the Bluffton Parkway is a major 
time saver. Located where the Island 

Celebrating our 5th year in business, The 
Alliance Group Realty now has 55 agents 
and 4 support staff.  During the first 7 
months of 2016, our company exceeded 
its total sales volume for all of 2015 and 
is currently ranked among the top local 
brokerages in the area, surpassing many 
long established brokerages including 
several international brands.  Recently, 
we announced plans to open our second 
office which will be on the mainland.  
This new location at 45 Calhoun Street 
in Bluffton’s popular Olde Town Historic 
District is undergoing renovations and 
will be an excellent location to serve 
our off island clients and agents.  We are 
proud of the progress, but never loose site 
of the fact that the key to our success is 
the quality service we offer our buyers 
and sellers.  Thank you for your support, 
it is very much appreciated!

meets the mainland, the flyover provides 
a direct shot to the bridge from the 
Bluffton Parkway and vice versa. It also 
has a spectacular view of the water when 
traveling from Bluffton to the Island!  
The fly over is open and it’s a wonderful 
ride.    

Fly Over Finally Opens!


